Airway compression secondary to left atrial enlargement and increased pulmonary artery pressure.
Although congenital cardiac defects are infrequently considered a cause of major airway compression in neonates and infants, patients with left-sided cardiac enlargement can develop compression of the left mainstem bronchus. This is a consequence of the intimate relationship of the trachea and left mainstem bronchus to the left atrium, left pulmonary veins and left pulmonary artery. If the mean pulmonary arterial pressure, mean left atrial pressure and carinal angle are increased, the likelihood of major airway compression is high.